





CHARTER

President Gerald Ford signed the VOA
Charter into law in 1976. It protects the
independence and integrity of
VOA programming.

1. VOA will serve as a consistently
reliable and authoritative source of news.
VOA news will be accurate, obijective,
and comprehensive.

2. VOA will represent America, not any
single segment of American society, and
will therefore present a balanced and
comprehensive projection of significant
American thought and institutions.

3. VOA will present the policies of the

United States clearly and effectively, and
will also present responsible discussions
and opinion on these policies.
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Dear Friends,

This year, we are taking you on another journey across Amer-
ica. This time to showcase iconic examples of our magnificent
American wildlife. From the bald eagle, our national bird
and the only eagle unique to North America, to the American
bison, recently named national mammal of the U.S., our na-
tion is rich with animals not found anywhere else in the world.
Did you know black bears, contrary to their name, come in
a number of different colors including dark red, brown, and
even tan?

2017 was an outstanding year for VOA. We opened our
Silicon Valley bureau on the west coast of the United States,
stood up VOA's first investigative journalism unit, opened a
new reporting center in Mombasa, Kenya and celebrated our
75th anniversary.

Providing accurate, objective, and comprehensive news and
information to global audiences is at the heart of Voice of
America’s mission. Having led VOA for more than a year
now, | see daily the dedication and effort of our reporters,
our technical staff, our digital team and our senior leaders
working together to bring extraordinary journalism to places
around the world with little or no access to free press. We
hope that you will continue to watch, listen and click on VOA
programs in the coming year.

Wishing you all a happy, healthy, and productive 2018l
Sincerely,

Amanda Bennett, VOA Director

NEWS AND INFORMATION
IN 47 LANGUAGES

AFRICA

Afan Oromo
Ambharic
Bambara
French
Hausa
Kinyarwanda
Kirundi
Ndebele
Portuguese
Sango
Shona
Somali
Songhai
Swahili
Tamachek
Tigrigna
Wolof

EAST ASIA

Burmese
Cantonese
Indonesian
Khmer
Korean

Lao
Mandarin
Thai
Tibetan
Vietnamese

VOA ENGLISH

EURASIA

Albanian
Armenian
Bosnian
Georgian
Macedonian
Russian
Serbian
Ukrainian

LATIN AMERICA

Creole
Spanish

VOA PERSIAN

SOUTH &
CENTRAL ASIA

Azerbaijani
Bangla

Dari
Kurdish
Pashto
Turkish
Urdu
Uzbek



The coyote is a native species to the North American
plains and deserts. They are often dubbed the
“Song Dog” after their iconic howls and barks.
These animals are an adaptable species. Over the
past few years, their population has expanded to

a number of different habitats all over the United
States--even living comfortably alongside humans
in urban areas.

COYOTE
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LLl The bald eagle, with its distinctive white
= head, brown body, and hooked beak,
(D is the national bird of the United States.

They are often seen soaring through the
LL] sky with their broad wings almost flat

as they search for prey. Their population

was once in great danger of extinction
= due to hunting and hazardous chemicals;
< however, conservation efforts have been
00 successful in saving them.
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The American bison is an icon
of the Great Plains, and was
recently named the national
mammal of the United States.
These animals were and still
are essential to the lives of
some Native Americans tribes
and their cultures. Though once
in serious danger of extinction
due to extensive hunting and
disease, the bison population
has slowly recovered in
national parks and reserves
in the U.S.

AMERICAN BISON
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/) Mustangs, which roam public grasslands in the western
o U.S., are descended from horses brought to the Americas
y by 16th century Spanish explorers. They are tough,
sturdy animals that live in family groups called herds,
and are well-adapted to life in the wild. The mustang
I— population is managed by the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management, which periodically rounds up mustangs
and puts them up for adoption in order to preserve the
z grasslands from overgrazing.
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